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CONNECT love's news in a flash...

When the elders of ChangePoint instructed the ministry staff to write their ministry plans within the
guidelines, "reaching out to our neighbors", Brenda Hanson came up with the idea for the $2 dollar
offering. Dave Bacher, Pastor of Care Network at ChangePoint was impressed. However, Brenda is
not part of Dave's staff, she is part of their finance department. God has put her in the right place to
do the job God has equipped her to do.

The idea was simple. Not everyone has learned how to give. Some have not given the concept of
giving much thought. Some think giving is for the people who can afford to do it, who have the
spiritual gift for it, or who have it in their family budget. How do you get everyone on board with the
idea they have something to give too? Start small. ChangePoint took Brenda's idea and ran with it.
"We promoted it for three weeks as a way to demonstrate Christ's heart," Dave explained. When
offering day came, ChangePoint knew people would forget, so they provided change in the lobby
prior to the service. They wanted to lead people to be generous by showing them what can be done
if everyone gives a little. They asked people to ONLY give two dollars per person.

What happened? The week before they took the offering, ChangePoint told the congregation that
they were going to use Love INC as the avenue through which the money was to be spent. Those of
you that know how Love INC works, know that Love INC does not give out money. So how was this
going to look? Love INC provided the church with four profiles. Sounds good in theory but it proved a
bit tricky. People who call in are in crisis and sometimes cannot wait even one week for an offering.
For one of the people, other sources met the need beforehand. Another person needed her rent paid
right away because she had been in a car accident and was unable to work. ChangePoint took care
of that before the offering. On the other hand, the two remaining families are still waiting for housing.
When they get it, their first months rent and security deposit are taken care of.

$5,971.45 came in that day. Obviously not everyone gave exactly $2, but it was close, as that
corresponds with their average weekly attendance. But, there was more to be done. The leadership
knew that not everyone was as motivated by cash as they might be through other ways of giving.
They encouraged the people to give creatively and bless extravagantly. Love INC had also
connected ChangePoint with Beyond Shelter, which helps to provide housing and care for families
with kids who find themselves living out on the street or in a car. Several of the children were

in need of winter clothing. That meant someone could go shopping with some of that money for
coats. One lady with a recent surgery was faced with dietary restrictions. Once ChangePoint got the
list of what she could and could not have, they could go shopping to fill her pantry. They threw in a
few movie tickets too. Those who value personal contact were encouraged to make the deliveries to
the neighbors in need. In short, the congregation was encouraged to work within their passions and
giftedness to make life better for those they were helping. "We are trying to get our family standing in



front of the door." Dave describes what happens when the activity leaves the chair and goes out
onto the street. "We just helped to make this a real connection.”

Would they do it again? Yes! In fact, they plan to do it every quarter. Dave described Love INC as
the natural place to start this idea and they learned a lot. They will explore other avenues for the next
offering. Which means that the next $2 offering that goes to Love INC could come from your church.
For those that take up that challenge, both ChangePoint and Love INC have learned some things to
pass on.

Things changed a lot from the birthing of the concept until they took the first offering. Dave explained
that people get just as excited about the idea or situation, so he recommends churches not pick
specific cases ahead of time to help. Take the offering, meet the need and then celebrate the person
after they have been helped. "Any church can do this," he encourages. It is a great way to motivate
the people who have never been motivated to give. Take something that didn't really cost you and
watch God do something with it. "Trolling for Generosity!"

r Love INC's Spotlight On Parnter Churches

We enjoy taking the opportunity to introduce you to the partner churches of Love
INC in this part of the newsletter. Every month we highlight a different partner
church and give you a glimpse into what its body of believers is like. We want you
to see how God uses churches of all shapes, sizes and styles to reach out to
Anchorage.

It seems everyone knows about ChangePoint, the nondenominational church off
Raspberry at 6889 Changepoint Drive (344-7780) and on the web at
www.changepointalaska.com www.facebook.com/changepointalaska

. Their mission statement, "To train Christ-followers who are: Enjoying God
Together, Being Transformed Together, and Demonstrating the Heart of Jesus Christ
Together" is something they live out in a variety of ways. and

Many have attended an event on their extensive campus, or enjoyed the recreational
benefits of the Dome.

ChangePoint is no stranger to ministering to the Anchorage community. Their
congregation is involved in numerous activities that reach out to those in need in our
community. Thanksgiving Blessing, Alaska Health Fairs Inc., the Downtown Soup
Kitchen, Crisis Pregnancy Center, Compassion International, Samaritan's Purse,
Anchorage Rescue Mission, Beacon Hill and Churches of Anchorage are all avenues
in which they reach out to the public. They also partner with Love INC.

Individually ChangePoint attendees have been helping Love INC for quite a while.
You will find them volunteering at the Clearinghouse, in the Annex, and making
deliveries. It was a person from ChangePoint who started our facebook account
(Love INC-Anchorage). And, when you attend the Brad Stine concerts on November
13, several of the volunteers there will be from Changepoint.



Dave Bacher, their Pastor of Care Network and the CMC contact person for Love
INC, shares how this ministry allows them to live their mission statement.
"Demonstrating the heart of Christ to our neighbors is the 'hands on' way we
accomplish our mission. Our partnership with Love INC is our way of saying, 'We
can do more together for the cause of Christ than we could ever do on our own."™

With this in mind, ChangePoint, as a church body, decided to become more involved
in Love INC last spring. April 2010 saw their desire to get involved on a regular
financial basis, and recently they have taken the plunge into finding their niche in
gap ministries. They have been considering and praying over what that ministry
should be and as early as next week they will launch a new gap ministry. Baby basics
(providing diapers, wipes, etc.) will begin November 7 as part of Neighbors Living In
the Margins. They are also gearing up to add furniture warehouse delivery and
pickup in the near future.

é Brad Stine...COMING TO ANCHORAGE!

Brad Stine

“God’s comic” - New Yorker mngazim_-

SR
Christian comedian Brad Stine is coming to Anchorage November 13, 2010 for a fundraising

benefit to support Love INC. There will be two shows, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Both events will be at
the Wendy Williamson Auditorium with a silent auction proceeding each show.

Brad's speaking engagements span from coast to coast. Last year he was featured in the movie,
Sarah's Choice starring Rebecca St. James and Dick Van Patten. In both 2009 and 2010, Brad was
part of the Apostles of Comedy tour. He is all about bringing his faith into the public sphere.
Come join us November 13, not only for the concert, but for the silent auction at 6 p.m. If you are
interested in making donations please call the Love INC office.

Tickets are available at Vine and Branches (1120 Huffman Rd, Ste. 12) for $15. You can also buy
your tickets at the door for $20.



